Reproductive seasonality of the jenney.
Reproductive seasonality was studied in 12 jennies in southern Wisconsin for 12 mo. The proportion of jennies ovulating differed (P<0.05) among months due primarily to a lower proportion ovulating during December (64%) than during the other months (82 to 100%). Of 114 interovulatory intervals, eight were considered prolonged (>35 d) due to persistent corpus luteum (two intervals) and a follicular-related anovulatory period (six intervals). Four of the six follicular-related anovulatory periods were attributed to seasonal effects. The anovulatory season in these four jennies occurred in winter, was relatively short (39 to 72 d), and was terminated by a long period (17 to 41 d) of estrous behavior in the continued presence of large follicles (>20 mm). The prolonged estrus accounted for the lower incidence of ovulations during December and seemed similar to the transition between anovulatory and ovulatory seasons in mares. There was a significant effect of month on length of the interovulatory interval, even after removal of the eight prolonged intervals, due primarily to shorter intervals during May to September (means, 23.0 to 24.3 d) than during October to April (25.0 to 27.3 d). Length of estrus differed significantly among months due primarily to shorter periods during May to October (means, 5.7 to 6.9 d) than during November to April (7.4 to 15.2 d). These results indicated that this species is subjected to seasonal effects on reproductive function. However, contrary to the literature, the dramatic partitioning of the year into ovulatory and anovulatory seasons, as occurs in mares, was absent (eight jennies) or limited (four jennies).